UTHRO Presents…

France Culinary Delight
From Paris to Normandy

Rouen

Today, Day 8 of our France Culinary Delights: Paris to Normandy adventure, we are in Rouen. Rouen is the capital of the region of Normandy. It is a city rich in medieval European history including the fiery death of Joan of Arc.
After our sumptuous breakfast aboard the ms River Venture, we will begin our day with guided tour of the city of Rouen.
Some of the sights we may see are;
-The Rouen Cathedral with its Tower de Beurre (butter tower) financed by the sale of indulgences for the consumption of
butter during lent. The Cathedral’s gothic façade, completed in the 16th century, was the subject of a series of paintings
by Monet. Some of the paintings are hanging in the Musée Orsay in Paris. Inside the Cathedral look for the tomb of Richard the Lionhearted. His embalmed heart resides inside the tomb.
-The Gros Horloge is an astronomical clock dating back to the 14th century. It is not
as ornate as the one some of saw in Prague, but nonetheless a masterpiece of
workmanship. At the end of the clock’s hour hand sits a lamb symbolizing the importance of wool in the trade history of Rouen.
-Rouen Castle whose keep is the site where Joan of Arc was brough in 1431 to be
threatened with torture. Although this is not the site of her imprisonment or her
death, it is an important landmark in her story.
-There are numerous marvelous museums in Rouen including the Museum of Fine
Arts and Ceramics which contains a splendid collection of faience and porcelain for
which Rouen was renowned during the 16th to 18th centuries. Other museums include the Musée des Beaux-Arts de Rouen, an art museum with paintings of wellknown artists such as Monet and Géricault; Musée Maritime Fluvial et Portuaire, a history of the Port of Rouen; Musée
des Antiquities, art and history with works from the Bronze Age through the Renaissance.
-As automobile racing fans may remember, Rouen was home to the France Gran Prix between 1952 and 1968. Rouen
authorities demolished the remnants of Rouen’s racing past in 1999. Today little remains beyond the public roads that
formed the circuit.
As part of the Vantage tour, we will be afforded the opportunity of attending a cooking class in a local
culinary school. This will occur just before we have lunch at La Couronne. La Couronne, located in
one of the timber houses that line Old Market Square, is the oldest auberge (inn)
in France. It is also the inn where Julia Child ate the meal that inspired her culinary adventures. I have it on good authority from a friend that has eaten at La
Couronne that we are in for a culinary treat of a lifetime!
After our dining experience, we will be free to return to the ship or to peruse the
stunning streets of old Rouen which are lined with photo-worthy, colorful halftimber buildings. Or sit at a sidewalk café and people watch. Our Vantage onboard concierge can arrange for canoeing on the Seine if that delights you. You
may also want to take advantage of Vantage provided bikes. Once again, the onboard concierge can provide you with area biking maps. As Rouen is an antiquing capital, you will find me wandering
among the many antique shops!
Back on board the ms River Venture you may continue your culinary experiences with a joue de boeuf
cooking lesson in the Captain’s Club. You will need to make a reservation to do this.
After dinner we can retire to the Can-Can Lounge for a ballroom dance performance. Let’s enjoy a
Cognac and talk about our day in the beautiful city of Rouen.
Until next time au revoir mes amies.
Barbara Kelly

